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On the Role of “Confucianism” in the Postmodernist Culture

Wang, Guo An
Assistant Professor, Center for General Education, National Pingtung University of
Science and Technology

Abstract

Since the Confucian thought came under the influence of the Western culture in the
late Qing, it no longer has a monopoly on prestige. The “modernity” brought by the
Western culture has also caused human beings to suffer the consequences of modern
civilization as they enjoy the development of civilization. The extension and resistance
of “post-modernism” toward “modernity” has become a contemporary mainstream
mindset and education is under its influence as well. Thus, it is important for the
Confucian thought to complete its conversion in contemporary society, convey
traditional ethical thought in a new age, and also conduct a balanced cultural
atmosphere. In this thesis, the researcher uses the four dimensions of “practical
rationality,” “moral practice philosophy,” “view of universe with harmony between
heaven and humanity,” and “respect for regional culture and tradition” to explore how
the postmodernist education has characteristics that can support and supplement the
contemporary thought, by adapting to contemporary culture while passing on the
traditional thought.

Keywords : Post-mordenism, Confucian thought, Confucian education



